: '?'Dear Edltor/Publrsher

]uly 27, ‘996

From Aprll to july 1996 Taco Turnstra Worked under my dlrect supervrsmn

- - at Sandhills lemg a thce-Weekly features/lifestyles newspaper in:
. Southern Pines, N.C. | was managing edrtor and Taco was features edltor

- until:Park Commumcatrons closed the newspaper-on July 22, the same dav L
L Park announced 1ts entrre chaln S sale to Medla General of Rlchmond ‘v a.

- Durlng that relatrvely brlef perlod of tlme 1 came to respect greatly Taco's |
- talents as a feature writer and photographer In photography partlcularly I

4 found that a very minimum of instruction and guidelines froms nie 1mproved

 his skills greatly, progressing’ from mug shots" to shootrng scenlc .

. 'photographs Wlth good composmon and excellent use of color. © e

'Taco S wrrtlng SkllIS are his most 1mpresswe strength and he needed Very
little instruction or assistance from me and no cr1t1c1sm I never rewrote a_
‘'single one of his features, and in all cases, a very minimum of proof -reading

L was requrred His only lapses were in the finer points of the proper written

..use of Bnghsh This also 1mproved dramatically during- thls short tlme and i
never had to glve lnm any 1nstruct10n but once o

- Inmy 21 years in Weekly and dally neWSpapers asa Wl 1ter and edltor I can

“honestly say I never worked with a young writer with better skills and a

" more serious work ethic than Taco Tuinstra, My only regret is that our

' 'Workrng relatlonshlp did not continue longer which is certainly no reflection- -
whatsoever on Taco. The decision to close Sandhills Living was made enurely
‘ona profit/loss basis, accordrng by Park officials, who launched Sandbhills o

o ‘—L1V1ng in March and gave up on it.f ar too soon 1n my humble oplmon

I h1ghly recommend Taco Turnstra for any wrrtrng/photography posrtron for e .

o fwhlch you may be consrderrng hnn Wlth no reservatlons

214 E. Jimmy Street: -
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