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July 27,,1996 
Dear Editor/Publisher: 

From April to July 1996, Taco Tuinstra worked under my direct supervision 
, .atSandhil1s Living, a twice':'weeklyJe atu res/lifestyle s newspaper in' 

Southern Pines, N.C. I was managing editor and Taco was {eatures editor 
untilPark Communications closed the <newspaper on July 22, t.lle same day 
Park announced its entire chain's sale to Media·Generalof Richmond,Va. 
<' ,> ' " . ' , ,," • 

During that relatively brief period of time, I came to respectgreatly Taco's 
talents asafeature. writer and photographer. In photography particuHlrly, I 
found that avery minfmum ofinstruction and guidelines frorwnle improved 

. his skills greatly, progressing from ,"m,ugshots" to shooting.scenic ' . . 

photographs'witbgood compositionand>excellentuse of color . .' 


0;"';,,:,; 

Taco's writing ski11s are his most im pressiVe_ strength and he needed very .' 
little instructionorassistance from me and no criticism. I neVer rewrote a 
single one of his features, and in all ca.ses, a veryminimum of proof-reading" 

, was required. His only lapses were in the·finer points . of the proper written 
c . use ofEnglish. This alsoimproved dramatically during this short time and J 

never had to give him any instruction but on~. 

. .In my 21 years in weekly and dailynew s papers as a writer and editor, I can . 
honestly say I. never worked with a.young writerwitll better skills and. a 

. ',more serious work 'ethic than Taco Tuinstra, My only regret is that our . 
working relationship did not continue longer, which iscertainlynQ reflection· . 

. , whats~ver on Taco. The decision to close SandhillsLiving was made entirely 
ona profit/loss basis; according by Park officials, who launched Sandhills 

'Living in Marcband gave up on itfartoo soon, inmyhllmble opinion. 
. " .'. . . . " .". . ,:. 

I highly recommend, TacoToinstta for any writing/photography position for. 

" which you may be con siderlng him,with no reservations, . 


joh'i'rNlyers 
214 E.Jimmy Street '-., 

, Candor, N:C, 27229
(910) 974-7431 


